Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volunte 63June 1970 very complete review of the subject, but on a command of language which will delight all who would see 'British Authors' as the leading radiological textbook of the English-speaking world.
Thirteen chapters begin with a consideration of the normal skull and its examination, and continue with a review of radiology in the investigation of intracranial disease. This chapter, for its clear thinking and presentation, makes a most rewarding introduction to the consideration of the abnormal skull and the neurological characteristics of particular diseases of the skull and brain. They then continue with a discussion on the various contrast examinations of the brain.
Additional chapters deal with pararadiological methods, mainly brain scanning, with a short review of the value of echo-encephalography. The section on the head concludes with a summary of radiological methods used to give assistance at operation. Three chapters cover in detail the spine and the spinal canal and its surroundings, and Part 1 concludes with a short review of orbital phlebography.
Part 2 covers the teeth and jaws and, again, has been entirely rewritten and magnificently illustrated. It is a mine of information on conditions affecting the teeth and jaws, and will be of the utmost value, not only to students but to their teachers. Part 3 comprises a section on the eye, and ably covers the localization of foreign bodies in and around the eye. Parts 4 and 5 deal with the paranasal sinuses and with the ear and temporal bone. These sections have been thoroughly revised and contain many new illustrations.
The publication of a new edition of 'British Authors' is always an outstanding event and this new edition of Volume 1 will receive a warm and deserved welcome from radiologists in general and neuroradiologists in particular.
W H T SHEPHERD
The Thyroid and the Blood by G R Tudhope BSC MD MRCP FRCPE pp vii+102 20s London: William Heinemann 1969 Just as a personal letter conveys more than its news, stimulating not only the cerebral cortex but also the hypothalamus, so a monograph written by an enthusiast transmits more than factual information. The relationship between thyroid gland disease and anemia has intrigued physicians for decades but new insight and hence a lively interest have been brought to this subject by our recently acquired knowledge of autoimmune lesions involving thyroid and stomach. Ample space is given to these autoimmune aspects, but there are also excellent chapters on the thyroid gland and erythropoiesis, anemia and hypothyroidism and on the influence of the thyroid on erythrocytic enzymes, on the leukocytes and on blood cbagulation. Though written especially for physicians and postgraduate students, the book will also be useful to hwmatologists, to endocrinologists and to laboratory workers, for it is extensively documented. It is convenient for the pocket in its physical dimensions and likewise in its cost.
This monograph is clearly written and well produced and along with Professor R B Hunter, who contributed the foreword, I with a very readable book on a series of pediatric urological problems. The cases were seen at their conferences in a period of eight months in 1965 and the problem as seen by urologist, padiatrician and radiologist helps to highlight the contribution each can make in diagnosis and treatment.
The common problems of bladder outlet obstruction and ureteric reflux are well described but the more obscure disorders also get their share of space. The book is enhanced by the excellent radiographs and, where these are not clear, by the line drawings. Where applicable a follow-up report on each child up to 1968 is given and this is of great value in rounding off the clinical problem.
This book is not for the general reader but for those particularly concerned with these problems, and the practice of one eminent centre clearly emerges. As some of the cases were seen and treated before 1965, a general picture of the trends in paediatric urology is also apparent. This is not a reference book but there is much here to interest and instruct, and it can be highly recommended to the specialist reader.
J L WILLIAMS
The Control of Chemotherapy Symposium, London, March 1969 edited by P J Watt MB BS MRCP pp 109 illustrated 30s Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1970 A one-day symposium was efficiently organized by Dr P J Watt in the Wright-Fleming Institute, St Mary's Hospital Medical School, on March 29 1969, when ten papers were delivered by acknowledged experts. It is pleasing to have been able to read this account of it less than a year later.
